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INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 1 142 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION JOHANNESBURG FROM DURBAN DEC 12 
REPEATED TO YOU 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL DURBAN 0438 

FOR PURCELL FROM HOLMS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 
SUBJECT: TUCSA SCHISM 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1115 

1. THANKS FOR YOUR 1115. ALTHOUGH MRS. BOLTON HAS BEEN 
CIRCUMSPECT WITH US AND GUARDED IN HER COMMENTS, IT IS 
CLEAR THERE IS A DEEP IDEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL CHASM 
BETWEEN HER ON ONE SIDE AND GROBBELAAR AND CO. ON OTHER. 
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RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY BOLTON FEELS THAT TUCSA LEADERSHIP HAS 
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FAILED GIVE HER ADEQUATE SUPPORT IN HER MORE AGGRESSIVE 
AND IMAGINATIVE APPROACHES TO STRENGTHENING LARGELY 
NON- WHITE BUT REGISTERED UNIONS WHICH SHE HEADS (GARMENT, 
FURNITURE AND TEXTILE WORKERS) AND TO HELPING ORGANIZE 
AFRICAN WORKERS IN THOSE, AND INDEED OTHER, FIELDS. SHE 
BELIEVES STRONGLY THAT AFRICAN UNIONS WILL COME DESPITE 
SAG POLICY OF OBSTRUCTIONISM AND THAT MOST SENSIBLE POLICY 
FOR PRESENT TRADE UNION LEADERS IS TO ASSIST AND GUIDE THIS 
INEVITABLE DEVELOPMENT INTO RATIONAL AND CONSTRUCTIVE CHANNELS. 
SHE HAD THOUGHT SUCH ACTIVITY WAS IN LINE WITH TUCSA 
RESOLUTIONS TAKEN LAST AUGUST. SHE AND HER COLLEAGUES 
HAVE WORKED THROUGH A "GENERAL WORKERS BENEFIT FUND" TO 
ASSIST AFRICANS IN ORGANIZING THEMSELVES. AT FIRST PROGRESS 
WAS SLOW BUT, ACCORDING TO HER, AFRICANS ARE NOW CLAMORING 
FOR ORGANIZATIONAL ASSISTANCE AND GUIDANCE AND COMING TO 
BOLTON HALL ON OWN INITIATIVE FOR HELP IN STEADILY GROWING 
NUMBERS. 

2. DESPITE BASIC DIFFERENCES, WE HAVE NOT HEARD THAT SHE 
WISHES LEAVE TUCSA. RATHER SHE WOULD HOPE TO INDUCE IT 
TO BECOME MORE ACTIVE. SHE IS ASSISTED BY TWO RECENT 
GRADUATES OF NATAL UNIVERSITY, WHERE THEY WERE ACTIVE IN 
STUDENT WAGES COMMISSION: HALTON CHEADLE AND DAVID HEMSON. 

WE DO NOT KNOW CHEADLE, BUT HAVE FOUND HEMSON TO BE 
IDEALISTIC AND PERHAPS ENERGETICALLY NAIVE BUT NOT INFLUENCED 
BY "NEO MARXIST" THOUGHT. ALTHOUGH BOLTON IS IN CHARGE, WE 
WOULD NOT LIKE TO CHARACTERIZE HER AS EITHER A "RINGLEADER" 

OR "DUPE". RATHER WE FIND HER DEDICATED TO TRADITIONAL 
WESTERN TRADE UNION VALUES AND INCREDIBLY ACTIVE IN PUTTING 
THEM INTO PRACTICE. SHE WAS GREATLY INFLUENCED BY HER 
RECENT TRIP TO US. 

3. WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHY TUCSA LEADERSHIP IS ALARMED BY 
BOLTON'S ACTIVISM. IT IS CLEAR SHE IS PLAYING WITH FIRE IN 
HELPING ORGANIZE AFRICAN TRADE UNIONS, EVEN THOUGH THAT IS NOT 
ILLEGAL, AND IN PRESENT CLIMATE IT WOULD SEEM SHE IS IN 
GROWING DANGER OF BEING BANNED. ONE WOULD LIKE TO CAUTION 
HER TO COOL IT FOR A WHILE, BUT I DOUBT THAT IS IN HER 

NATURE. WE SHALL KEEP THIS IN MIND IN OUR CONTACTS WITH HER. 
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4. THESE BRIEF COMMENTS ARE NO SUBSTITUTE WHATSOEVER FOR A 
REAL TALK WITH YOU AND I HOPE YOU WILL CONTINUE TO TRY TO 
COME DOWN. THE LATCH STRING REMAINS OUT* 

HOLMES 

UNQUOTE 

FOLEY 
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